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From time to time it is good to come to you not 
just as your arborists but as fellow human 
beings.  Eleven years ago this December we 
lost our 15 year old niece, Tyler Rebekah Byrd 
Smith to a rare form of germ cell cancer.  Sadly 
the funding for cancer research for pediatric 
cancers is only 4% of the national Federal 
totals.  This is the case even today, in spite of 
the fact that more children die of cancer in this 
country than AIDS, asthma, cystic fibrosis, 
congenital abnormalities and diabetes combined.    

Gil’s brother, Jon, and his wife Kim, Tyler’s parents, are 
riding their bikes across the USA, over 3000 miles, from San 
Diego, CA to St. Augustine, FL. As I write this they are in the 
deserts of eastern Arizona attempting to raise awareness 

and funding through their ride to benefit St Baldrick’s 
Foundation, an organization singularly dedicated to  
funding life saving research grants throughout the world, 

that focus on major types of pediatric cancers. They work 
very hard to insure every dollar donated has the greatest 
impact, by demanding each grant award go through a 
rigorous scientific review process.  We were devastated by 
the fact that in spite of traveling the world for a cure, Tyler 
not only succumbed to cancer but had she survived her 
ordeal, she had lost her hearing and had a multitude of 
other serious debilitating side affects from her treatments. 

This was primarily due to a lack of pediatric specific protocols.  
Gilbert and I will be joining with Jon and Kim from October 5 through the 12 to ride beside 
them and support this great effort.  We will ride from Baton Rouge, LA, through Mississippi to 
almost Pensacola, FL. Any family that has gone through the devastation of losing a child to 
cancer knows the heartbreak and lifelong effects it has on everyone that is related or involved. 
We are riding in memory of our niece Tyler Rebekah, and to insure that our grand daughter, 
Tyler Katarine, will live a long and cancer free life.    
Won’t you join us on our ride? We will be posting on Arborsmith’s Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/Arborsmith) during the ride to update on our progress and would love it if 
you are encouraged to give to the cause of childhood cancer research find cures by donating 

to St. Baldrick’s Foundation by sending a check made to:  
St Baldricks Foundation!
mail c/o Arborsmith Ltd.!
28915 N. Herky Drive, Suite 102!
Lake Bluff, IL  60044
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